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Medical	  Examiners	  and	  Coroners	  

Medical	  Examiners	  
• Undergraduate	  (4)	  
• Medical	  school	  	  (4)	  
• Residency	  (4)	  
•  Fellowship	  (1)	  
• Board	  examination	  
• Appointed	  

Coroners	  
• Minimum	  age	  
• Registered	  voter	  
•  Free	  of	  felonies	  
• +/-‐	  training	  
• +/-‐	  medical	  knowledge	  
• Elected	  



Staffing	  issues	  
• Certified	  forensic	  pathologists:	  1491	  
(1959-‐2012)	  

• Training:	  average	  of	  33/year	  since	  
2000	  

• Practicing:	  ~500	  in	  U.S.	  (87%	  full	  time)	  
• Needed:	  ~1000	  in	  U.S.	  









What	  we	  do	  

•  Autopsies	  
•  Identification	  
•  Death	  certification	  
•  Death	  investigations	  
•  Laboratory	  services	  
•  Records	  management	  
•  Communications	  
•  Transport	  decedents	  
•  Manage/release	  property	  
•  Court	  testimony	  

•  Cremation	  approval	  
•  Hospice	  pre-‐registration	  
•  Facilitate	  tissue	  donation	  
•  Disaster	  drills	  
•  Reports	  to	  boards	  &	  
administrators	  

•  Domestic	  and	  child	  fatality	  
review	  teams	  

•  Community	  outreach	  
•  Teaching	  



Case	  Types	  

•  Natural	  Deaths	  
•  Sharp	  force	  injuries	  
•  Blunt	  force	  injuries	  
•  Firearm	  deaths	  
•  Asphyxia	  
•  Fires	  
•  Electrical	  

•  Drowning	  
•  Child	  abuse	  
•  Transportation/Aviation	  
•  Mass	  disaster	  
•  Bombings/explosions	  
•  Toxicology	  and	  
poisonings	  

•  Environmental	  









The	  Autopsy	  
The	  Hospital	  
•  Requires	  consent	  

•  Death	  in	  hospital	  

•  Identification	  known	  

•  History	  from	  patient	  

•  Academic	  orientation	  

•  Internal	  examination	  key	  

•  Often	  limited	  dissection	  

•  Don’t	  want	  to	  go	  to	  court	  

The	  Medical	  Examiner	  
•  Legal	  authority	  

•  Death	  often	  out	  of	  hospital	  

•  Identification	  an	  issue	  

•  History	  from	  family,	  police,	  witnesses	  

•  Evidentiary	  orientation	  

•  External	  examination	  often	  more	  important	  

•  Complete	  dissection	  

•  Court	  part	  of	  the	  job	  





PRESUMPTIVE	  

•  Visual	  

•  Documents	  

•  Personal	  effects	  

•  Distinguishing	  marks	  

DEFINITIVE	  

• Dental	  
•  Fingerprints	  
• DNA	  

• Unique	  identifiers	  













Whatever	  disease(s)	  or	  
injury(ies)	  caused	  
the	  person	  to	  die	  



The	  circumstances	  under	  
which	  the	  person	  died	  









Undergraduate   4 years 
Medical school   4 years 
Residency    4 years 
Fellowship    1 year 
 
Total     13 years 



Year 	   	  First	  Time	  Takers 	  	  	  Passed 	  	  
2007 	   	   	  34 	   	   	   	   	   	  30 	  	  
2008 	   	   	  36 	   	   	   	   	   	  36 	  	  
2009 	   	   	  28	   	   	   	   	   	  27 	  	  
2010 	   	   	  41 	   	   	   	   	   	  38 	  	  
2011 	   	   	  37 	   	   	   	   	   	  31 	  	  
2012 	   	   	  44	   	   	   	   	   	  40	  	  
2013 	   	   	  38 	   	   	   	   	   	  37 	  	  
2014 	   	   	  43 	   	   	   	   	   	  39 	  	  
TOTAL 	   	  301 	   	   	   	   	  278 	  	  





































mandatory	  

mandatory	  
certified

• All	  medicolegal	  autopsies	  

















Miller	  SA,	  Kint	  B,	  Scheck	  BC,	  Fabricant	  MC,	  Moreno	  P.	  	  
Amicus	  brief	  file	  with	  the	  US	  Supreme	  Court,	  2014	  	  	  









Minnesota	  Supreme	  Court	  
2010	  	  	  



Reichard,	  Acad	  For	  Path,	  2011	  



Pre-‐analytical	  

•  Error(s)
Analytical	  

•  Error(s)
Post-‐analytical	  

•  Error(s)
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