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The Organization of Scientific Area Committees 
for Forensic Science, or OSAC, was established in 
2014, in collaboration with NIST and the U.S. 
Department of Justice (DOJ) to help the forensic 
science community establish standards and best 
practices. These standards, published to the 
OSAC Registry, are developed in partnership with 
private standards developing organizations 
(SDOs). 

This document is aimed at helping standards 
users understand standards on the OSAC 
Registry, particularly those published by ASTM. In 
addition to the specific standard appearing on 
each page, references are drawn from the Form 
and Style for ASTM Standards. 
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https://www.nist.gov/organization-scientific-area-committees-forensic-science/about-us
https://www.nist.gov/organization-scientific-area-committees-forensic-science/about-us
https://www.nist.gov/organization-scientific-area-committees-forensic-science/osac-registry
https://www.astm.org/
https://www.astm.org/media/pdf/bluebook_FormStyle.pdf
https://www.astm.org/media/pdf/bluebook_FormStyle.pdf


ASTM
Note that in contrast to ANSI/ASB’s term of art usage, ASTM 

designates all of its documents as “standards.” It produces documents under 

the following categories: 

• Test method: An ASTM test method is “a definitive procedure that 

produces a test result.”  ASTM International, Form and Style for ASTM 

Standards, iv (Sept. 2022) (hereinafter, “ASTM Form”). This is a 

document that can set out requirements. 

• Practice: An ASTM practice is “a set of instructions for performing one 

or more specific operations that does not produce a test result.” Id. This 

is a document that can set out requirements. 

• Guides: ASTM Guides are “compendium[s] of information or series of 

options that do[] not recommend a specific course of action.” Id. 

(emphasis added). 

• Specification: An ASTM specification is “an explicit set of 

requirements to be satisfied by a material, product, system, or service.”

•  Classification: An ASTM classification is a “systematic arrangement 

or division of materials, products, systems, or services into groups 

based on similar characteristics such as origin, composition, properties, 

or use.”

• Terminology: An ASTM Terminology “a document comprising 

definitions of terms; explanations of symbols, abbreviations, or 

acronyms.” Id. 
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The ASTM title 
tells you the form 
of the document; 
this is a 
“Standard 
Practice,” so it 
sets forth 
requirements.

This is the document designation. ASTM forensic 
science standards begin with “E”; the sequential 
number is unique to the standard. The last two digits 
reflect the year of revision or adoption. 

ASTM Title and Designation

3Sept 2024



ASTM standards do not typically contain the kind of introduction or foreword ASB 
standards do, but they do require a Scope section. That scope should explain what 
the standard purports to do and what its limitations are. It may also include 
references to other documents with which the standard should be read (for example, 
ANSI/ASTM E3085 – 17, Standard Guide for Fourier Transform Infrared Spectroscopy 
in Forensic Tape Examinations). See ASTM Forms A5, B5, C5 and, C19. In a test 
method document, the scope should “[s]tate if the method is quantitative or 
qualitative, and any known limitations.” ASTM Forms A5.1.

Every standard, both from ASTM and 
elsewhere, referenced in an ASTM Standard 
will be listed here; other references will be 
found in the “References” section. See ASTM 
Forms A6, B6, C6, C20. This section will give 
users an overview of how this standard 
interacts with others. 

ASTM Scope and Reference 
Documents
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https://www.nist.gov/astm-connect?id=E3085
https://www.nist.gov/astm-connect?id=E3085


All significant terms that may have a meaning more specialized than the 
commonly used language should be defined within a standard or the 
terminology standard should be referenced. ASTM Forms A7, B7, and C21. 
ASTM also has a master terminology standard for E30 forensic standards, 
E1732 − 24, Standard Terminology Relating to Forensic Science. 

As with ANSI/ASB documents, special care must be taken with this section to 
be sure terms are understood as they were meant to be. 

ASTM Terminology
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This mandatory section in ASTM Standards “explains the 
relevance and meaning” of the test the standard describes. 
ASTM Forms A9, C8, and E12.

ASTM Significance and Use
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The headers for the core of an ASTM Standard will vary. In 
this document on reporting, it is found in the section 
labeled “Report.”

ASTM Heading Variations
Example One: Report

7
Sept 2024



In this document E1969-19, Standard Practice for Microcrystal Testing in 
Forensic Analysis for Methamphetamine and Amphetamine, the core of the 
document is a detailed procedure, including materials lists and interpretations. 

ASTM Heading Variations
Example Two: Summary of Technique
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Like ANSI/ASB documents, ASTM Standards contain key words. 

While references to standards are contained in the Referenced Document 
Section, references to other literature may appear in this section. ASTM Forms 
A25, A26.3, B27, B28.3. If there are fewer than five references, they may instead 
be footnoted. These references should be “to publications supporting or 
providing needed supplementary information.” Id. 

Some documents may also include “Related Material,” which may be 
supporting information not necessarily directly referenced in the text. 

ASTM Keywords, References &
Related Materials
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ASTM standards may contain appendices or annexes. 

Appendices are considered informative only and are not a mandatory part of 
the standard. A24, B26, E16. 

Annexes, by contrast, which may contain “detailed information such as that on 
apparatus or materials that is . . .  too lengthy for inclusion in the main text,” are 
mandatory parts of the standard and should be understood as such. ASTM 
Forms A24, B26, E16.

ASTM Appendices & Annexes
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How ASTM Standards Appear 
on the OSAC Registry

This link is to a checklist produced by the American Academy of Forensic 
Science that breaks down standard language line by line. More about the 
factsheets can be found here.

This link is to a  one-page factsheet produced by the American Academy of 
Forensic Science highlighting important parts about the standard. More about 
the factsheets can be found here.

Public comments received during the OSAC review process can be found here. 

This is the date the standard was added to the OSAC 
Registry. 

This links to the standard at the standards developing organization. 
Note: ASTM standards are only available for free if accessed through the OSAC 
Registry link.
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https://www.nist.gov/organization-scientific-area-committees-forensic-science/osac-registry
https://www.aafs.org/standards-resources-training/checklists
https://www.aafs.org/standards-resources-training/factsheets
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