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Disciplines



Disciplines

• Images of vehicles from SWGDE Technical 
Overview for Forensic Image Comparison v1.0

• Images of faces from Ideal Innovations, Inc. FaCE 
Training Database



History & Limitations of Facial Identification



Historical Scales used in Facial Identification (1 of 3)

**These are examples from some agencies and were not standardized across the discipline.**



Historical Scales used in Facial Identification (2 of 3)

**These are examples from some agencies and were not standardized across the discipline.**



Historical Scales used in Facial Identification (3 of 3) 

**These are examples from some agencies and were not standardized across the discipline.**



History & Limitations of VITAL



Historical Scales used in VITAL



History of Standard Guide for Image Comparison Opinions 



Timeline Standard Guide for Image Comparison Opinions 



Considerations



Why the confusion?



Where did we end up?

• Evidence-Centric Scale
• Strong Support for Different Source 

• an opinion category for which the observed dissimilar characteristics 
far outweigh the observed similar characteristics or where no 
distinctive similarities are observed. The nature and level of the 
observed similarities and dissimilarities in image characteristics are 
much more probable given the proposition that the images depict 
two different sources than given the proposition that the images 
depict the same source.



Where did we end up?

• Evidence-Centric Scale
• Strong Support for Different Source 
• Support for Different Source 

• an opinion category that the observed dissimilar characteristics 
outweigh the similar characteristics but are insufficient to reach 
strong support for different source.  The nature and level of the 
observed similarities and dissimilarities in image characteristics are 
more probable given the proposition that the images depict two 
different sources than given the proposition that the images depict 
the same source.



Where did we end up?

• Evidence-Centric Scale
• Strong Support for Different Source 
• Support for Different Source 
• Inconclusive 

• an opinion category that there is insufficient information to form an 
opinion of common source or different source. The nature and level 
of the observed similarities and dissimilarities in image 
characteristics are equally probable given the proposition that the 
images depict two different sources and given the proposition that 
the images depict the same source. 



Where did we end up?

• Evidence-Centric Scale
• Strong Support for Different Source 
• Support for Different Source 
• Inconclusive 
• Support for Common Source 

• an opinion category that the observed similar characteristics 
outweigh the observed dissimilar characteristics but are insufficient 
to reach strong support for common source.  The nature and level of 
the observed similarities and dissimilarities in image characteristics 
are more probable given the proposition that the images depict the 
same sources than given the proposition that the images depict the 
two different sources.



Where did we end up?

• Evidence-Centric Scale
• Strong Support for Different Source 
• Support for Different Source 
• Inconclusive 
• Support for Common Source 
• Strong Support for Common Source 

• an opinion category that the observed similar characteristics far 
outweigh the observed dissimilar characteristics. The nature and 
level of the observed similarities and dissimilarities in image 
characteristics are much more probable given the proposition that 
the images depict the same sources than given the proposition that 
the images depict the two different sources.



Where did we end up?

• Evidence-Centric Scale
• Strong Support for Different Source 
• Support for Different Source 
• Inconclusive 
• Support for Common Source 
• Strong Support for Common Source 



Questions
Lora Sims

lora.sims@idealinnovations.com
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